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Introduction 

Create an Illusion is the theme for the 2020 Florida Writers 

Association Collection, Volume 12 of sixty short pieces, 

written by FWA members, submitted electronically, 

published by FWA, and marketed across the nation through 

national booksellers as well as on our own website. 

 

The Collection, sponsored by FWA, is published annually. 

Each year presents a new theme and Person of Renown. 

This year’s Person of Renown (POR) is Mark H. 

Newhouse, winner of the 

2019 FWA Royal Palm 

Literary Awards Published 

Book of the Year with his 

book The Devil’s 

Bookkeepers Book 1: The 

Noose. Mark is a retired 

teacher, Florida Writers 

Association Youth (FWAY) 

Chairperson, and an FWA 

Director. 

 

Creating illusions is what 

tricks readers’ brains into thinking something that is unreal 

is real, suggesting sights, touch, tastes, and sounds that 

entertain and capture the reader’s focus. It also evokes 

emotions and encourages readers to explore something 

different from reality. Fiction, non-fiction, essays 

(maximum: 1,200 words), and poetry (maximum 50 lines) 

are all eligible.  

Current, published 
FWA Collection Books 
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Formatting Entries must be camera- or print-ready at time of submission. 

Entries to the Collection contest must follow these guidelines. Open submissions are from 

February 1, 2020 – April 30, 2020 at noon, Eastern Standard Time (EST). At time of 

submission, entries must be print-ready. We strive to have our published book be the best it 

can be. To that end, we encourage entrants to proof, revise, and edit entries prior to 

submission and to submit early. FWA offers a special discount-priced collection contest 

editing service for our collection entrants at https://floridawriters.net/shop/editorial-services/. 

If entries are missing formatting requirements, they will be returned for correction only once, 

provided sufficient time is available to accomplish the correction(s) and return the corrected 

material prior to the end of the submission period. No further opportunities will be available 

for correction(s), and entries submitted on April 30, 2020 which contain missing guideline 

requirements will be disqualified and returned with an explanation of why they were 

disqualified. Submit questions to collection@floridawriters.net prior to submission, or until 

April 30, 2020, noon (EST). 

1. Entry file names must have the author name (last name first) and the entry title (shorten 

long titles) as the file name. Example: Gerheim-Su-Larry the Lady Bug.docx 

2. Headshot photos must be minimum of 200 pixels by 200 pixels and must have the author 

name (last name first) as the file name. Example: Gerheim-Su.jpeg. 

3. Entries must be strongly on theme for current year.  

4. Entries must be in Times New Roman type font throughout. Do not format any part of the 

document with a different type font. 

5. Entries must be in 12-point type size throughout. Do not format any part of the document 

in a different type size, font, or make anything in it boldface or all caps. 

6. Margins must be 1” all around. Do not use headers or footers of any kind, including page 

numbers. 

7. Story entries must have a ¼” first line indent at the beginning of every paragraph. Do not 

use tabs, spaces, or format any part of the entry in a table to create ¼” indents. Check 

your paragraph defaults. Use ¼” paragraph indents only in the body of the story. Do not 

use ¼” indents in the author information section preceding the story/poem.  

8. Poem entries must be flush left, single-spaced. One extra  space may be used to separate 

stanzas/verses. Do not add extra spacing between lines or paragraphs. Check your 

line spacing default. Single spacing must be only single-spacing (12 points). 

9. Story entries must not have extra spacing between lines, above or below asterisks, or 

between paragraphs. Check your line and paragraph spacing default. The body copy of 

the document must be only double-spacing (24 points). 

10. Use three asterisks, centered between paragraphs for time/scene changes. Do not put 

extra spaces between the asterisks or extra spacing above or below asterisks. Use 

asterisks only. 

11. Story entries may be up to 1,200 words long. Poems may be up to 50 lines long. 

12. Entries must be uploaded into the online form. The online form allows two uploads. The 

two uploads must be the entry in Word document format (.doc, .docx) and the headshot 

photo in photo format (.jpeg, .jpg). Do not upload .pdf formatted documents. Entries may 

not have pictures inside the Word document entry. 

13. Headshot photos must be uploaded into the online form. Do not upload .pdf formatted 

photos. Headshot photos may not be embedded or put into the Word document entry. 

mailto:collection@floridawriters.net


Create an Illusion, FWA Collection, Volume 12, © 2020 Florida Writers Association Page 3 of 8 

Entrants must indicate on the online submission form if they do not desire FWA to use 

their photo in the book, or in any advertising. 

14. Author Information must be at the top left corner of the Word document entry, single-

spaced, flush left, preceding the story, and must contain all seven elements.  

a. Author’s name 

b. A viable author’s contact email address 

c. Author’s FWA membership ID number and expiration date 

d. Author’s Florida County of residence 

e. Title of entry. Do not use all capitals. Use upper and lower case only. 

f. Number of words, or number of lines. Examples: 1,200 Words, or, for poems, 

50 Lines. Do NOT include the title in the story word count or poem line count 

g. Author bio: Maximum of 50 words. Use third person POV in the bio. 

15. Entry titles must be typed a second time between the author information and the 

story/poem, flush left, 12 point, Times New Roman, regular font, upper and lower case 

only, with one paragraph space above and below the title. 

 

Examples of Entry Formatting 

 Word document for Short Story entry: Word document for Poem entry: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Su Gerheim 

su.gerheim@gmail.com 

FWA101283, Lifetime member 

Sumter 

Larry the Lady Bug 

780 Words 

Su grew up in Minnesota, and moved to Florida, never looking 

back. She hopes her children’s book series, Bayocor’s Adventures, 

will be enjoyed by readers all over the world. 

 

Larry the Lady Bug 

 

“I'll never understand it. What? Do I look like some sort of 

he-man? I have very delicate legs. Trying to navigate these tiny 

limbs is really hard. I’ll end up with leg cramps and heaven knows 

what else. I can imagine, massive bruises, scratches everywhere. I 

could damage one of my elytra (hard wing-covers) and then my 

wings won’t be protected. This is not what I was cut out for. Why 

don’t the girls volunteer to do this? They’re bigger than we are. 

They always con me into scouting new territories. I’m such a 

push-over. I just don’t know how to say ‘No.’” The tiny lady bug 

Su Gerheim 

su.gerheim@gmail.com 

FWA101283, Lifetime member 

Sumter 

A Family Cup 

16 Lines 

Su grew up in Minnesota, and moved to Florida, never looking 

back. She hopes her children’s book series, Bayocor’s Adventures, 

will be enjoyed by readers all over the world. 

 

A Family Cup 

 

A gift I gave you years ago 

You kept and used and loved it so 

I never thought that it would last 

That you’d so like its simple cast 

 

This treasured item, ‘ore the years 

Packed and moved in loving tears 

Graced new shelves at homes you bought 

Even work-desks where you thought 

 

Then one day by careless hand 

It was tossed to garbage-land. 

With old food, a dirty dish 

Gone without your good-bye wish. 

 

But now has come a brand new gift. 
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What Every Entrant Receives 

• A three-month submission period from February 1, 2020 through April 30, 

2020 at noon, (EST). 

• Acknowledgement of receipt of their online submission and, after the 

submission period closes, notification of entry status; whether they are, or are 

not, among the top 60 winning group, and then, whether or not they are among 

the POR’s TOP TEN PICKS. 

• Up to 2 submissions per year by a single author. The two submissions may 

consist of two stories, one story and one poem, or two poems. 

• A special discount price up to two weeks prior to the end of the submission 

period for the use of FWA’s editing service for their submission, at: 

https://floridawriters.net/shop/editorial-services/. That special editing service 

comes with a guarantee that their entry will be completed in time for 

submission to the contest. 

• Year-round assistance from Collection administrators for queries concerning 

the Collection Contest. 

• Opportunities for critiquing their entry prior to submission from FWA Writers 

Groups throughout Florida as well as through FWA’s member-only network 

website at: fwanetwork.ning.com. 

• One opportunity to correct any mistake(s) found in their online submission. 

• Blind judging by seven judges. Seven judges score each submission 

independently, through a reading website. The highest total of the seven scores 

being used will determine winning authors. Only contest administrators, who 

are not judges, know identities of authors during the submission period. 

• An opportunity to become a published author in the current year’s Collection 

book. 

• An opportunity to become one of the Top Ten favorites of the Person of 

Renown for that year.  

• A special winning author’s book signing event at the Annual Conference. 

What Winning Authors Also Receive 

• A complimentary issue of the current book in which their winning entry is 

published. 

• For the Top Ten winning authors, having their entry published first in the book, 

in order, by the Person of Renown’s rank. 

• Announcement of their win on FWA’s website, Facebook page, social media, 

eNewletter, and in The Florida Writer. Promotional announcements may also 

be released by FWA’s Marketing Department. 

• A 35%, special winning-authors-only discount price for pre-purchase AND pre-payment of 

the current book, up to and including August 31, 2020, noon, (EST). Discount pre-orders 

must be PAID IN FULL PRIOR TO September 1, 2020. On September 1, 2020, all 

winning authors special discounts for the current book will no longer be available. 

• The opportunity to add an additional published book to their marketing campaign.  
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Frequently Asked Questions 

May I submit to other publishers while I wait to hear if my story wins in the Collection? 
Answer: 

• No. You may submit to other publishers as soon as you are notified that you were not 

selected for the Collection. 

• You may not simultaneously submit your entry to the Collection contest and any other 

publisher. 

• You may not submit a piece to the Collection contest if you have already submitted it to 

another publisher and are waiting to hear from them. 

• If you are planning to include your entry in an upcoming publication of your own, and your 

entry becomes one of the top sixty winning entries for the FWA Collection book, you must 

wait until after the release date of the collection book, the first day of the FWA Annual 

Conference in October to publish your upcoming publication. 

May I use the “Enter” key, or paragraph key, to choose my own line length for my short 

story? 
Answer: 

• No. You must use Word document default line spacing for the margins of your entry. 

• Only for poetry may you determine line length. Poetry must be single spaced and, if 

desired, separated with one paragraph space between stanzas/verses. Poetry text must be 

single spaced throughout. 

May I submit my story in a .pdf, .jpeg, or .rtf file format? 
Answer: 

• All entries must be in Word document file format. You may use .doc or docx, or Word 

2016 for Mac (for Mac users) file format. 

How soon do I have to renew my membership after I enter? 
Answer: 

• If your membership expires prior to October 31, 2020, it must be renewed at the time you 

submit your entry into the contest. That means if a membership expires on or before 

October 31, 2020, and entrant is submitting in February, the entrant must send in the 

membership renewal in February (at the time of submission to the contest). For example: If 

your membership renewal date is August 10, 2020 and you submit an entry on March 15, 

2020, you must renew your membership on March 15, 2020, when you submit your entry. 

If I put my author information in the Word document, will the judges see that? 
Answer: 

• No. Judges see only an entry number, title of the work, and word count (or line count for 

poems). 

• The author information at the beginning of the entry helps match up the correct author’s 

photo with the correct story/poem and correct online form. It is for administrative use only. 

Who may enter the contest? 
Answer: 

• Any FWA member whose membership is current through October 31 of the entry year. 

• Judges may enter the contest, but they may not judge their own submissions. 
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• Collection contest Administrators may not enter the contest. 

If I use the editing service, will my entry get in on time? 

Answer: 

• The editing service FWA offers its members especially for the Collection contest comes 

with a guarantee that the entrant will receive their edited material back in time to submit it 

into the contest.  

• The editing service ends two weeks before the contest submission period ends. 

How can I be sure my pen name will be used if my entry wins? 

Answer: 

• There is a section in the online entry form which is used to indicate pen names. If that line 

is left blank, no pen name will be used. 

• Any notation in writing or by email referencing how entrants wish their names published, 

should they win, will be followed. 

Will I receive a critique or feedback on my entry? 

Answer: 

• No feedback, rubric, or critique is provided for collection contest entries. 

• No editing is provided or allowed for entries after submission. Only minor items that 

happen to be caught during the audit of the entry might be altered. Example: an obviously 

misspelled word, missing quote mark, or period at the end of a sentence, or capitalization at 

the beginning of a sentence, if it happens to be caught.  

• All entries are considered print-ready when received. It is important to proof and edit your 

entry prior to submission. It cannot be revised once it is submitted. 

• If formatting requirements are missed, entrants are given one opportunity to correct them 

and return the corrected entry prior to the end of the submission period. Their entry will be 

returned to them indicating what guidelines were missed. Entries submitted on April 30, 

2020 which contain missing guideline requirements will be disqualified without 

opportunity for correction and returned with an explanation of why they were disqualified. 

If feedback and critiquing are not provided, what criteria do the judges use? 

Answer: Judges evaluate entries on a scale of between one and ten points (ten meaning the 

story/poem is excellent). There are four basic criteria judges are required to follow. 

• Whether or not the story/poem is strongly on topic/theme 

• Originality/creativity of the story/poem 

• Emotional impact/connectivity with the reader 

• Attention/purpose paid to spelling, punctuation, and grammar 

I received notification that my entry didn’t make the top sixty. May I request further judge 

evaluations to ensure that nothing was missed? 

Answer: 

• Once the winners are determined, no re-judging may take place. 

• For the Collection contest, FWA provides seven judges, all of whom read and score every 

entry. Winners are determined by the highest total scores. 
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If I enter two stories/poems in the contest and both entries score within the top sixty winning 

scores, will both my entries get published? 

Answer: 

• No. Only one winning story/poem per author is eligible per collection book. If two 

stories/poems from one author score within the winners, the higher scoring entry will be 

published. 

If I enter the collection contest, when will I know if my entry won? 

Answer: 

• Because of the large influx of entries in the last few days of the contest, winners are 

calculated as soon as all judges have sent in their evaluations. That can range from one to 

three weeks following the close of the submission period. Each entrant receives an email 

notification of their entry’s status. Also, winning authors announcements are posted to 

networks and media as soon as they are available. 

• The authors of the Top Ten Favorites from the Person of Renown receive an email 

notification, plus announcements are posted as soon as they are received, usually sometime 

in June. 

If I am a winning author, may I post my entry on my blog, or Facebook, or social media? 

Answer: 

▪ No. Posting the entry to any social media is considered publishing. Doing that will 

disqualify it from being published in the Collection. 

▪ Winning authors, however, are encouraged to make announcements anywhere they wish 

that they will be published authors in the Collection. 

If I have questions about the Collection contest, to whom do I send queries? 

Answer: 

• Questions may be emailed to: collection@floridawriters.net or 

contactus@floridawriters.net.  

  

mailto:collection@floridawriters.net
mailto:contactus@floridawriters.net
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The Fine Print 
• Online submissions will be accepted from February 1, 2020 to April 30, 2020, at noon, 

(EST). Only FWA members whose membership expiration date is beyond October 31, 2020 

are eligible to enter. 

• Entries must be submitted online at: https://floridawriters.net/competitions-

awards/collection/. 

• Entry must be original and unpublished. Entry must not be accepted by any other publisher(s) 

at time of submission or until notification of publication by FWA (see FAQs, item 1). 

Members are encouraged to participate in one of FWA’s critique groups to ensure 

submissions are print-ready when entered. During the submission period, FWA also offers a 

special editing service at a special discount price at https://floridawriters.net/shop/editorial-

services/. 

• If submissions are not within the theme or strongly on theme topic, they will be returned to 

entrants, who will be given one opportunity to correct, and return them prior to one week 

before the close of the submission period. Entries submitted on April 30, 2020 which are not 

strongly on theme topic will be disqualified and returned without opportunity to correct. 

• There is no entry fee. 

• Your online entry must contain your story/poem as a Word document attachment upload, and 

your headshot photo as a jpeg attachment upload. The online form will accept two uploads. If 

an entrant is submitting two entries, it is not necessary to upload the author’s headshot photo 

on both submissions. 

• If an author declines use of a headshot photo, the online form must indicate that. 

• No erotica or gratuitous, non-aesthetic profanity. FWA reserves the right to disqualify any 

entry which, in its sole discretion, makes use of profane or salacious language in an abusive 

manner. 

• FWA has first-time e-publishing as well as publishing rights in North America only, 

including republishing and electronic republishing of the entire book or e-book, as 

determined by sales, while authors retain the right to republish their stories/poems after 

FWA’s Collection book is released, if they so desire. The author retains the copyright to 

his/her work. 

• All submissions are contributed to FWA for publication in exchange for author recognition. 

• FWA does not retain any rights to non-winning works without written author approval. 

• Books will be sold for the first time at the annual FWA Conference in October of each year, 

referred to as the book’s release date, and subsequently through FWA’s website, at the 

Conference Bookstore, at FWA events throughout the year, and through national outlets. 

https://floridawriters.net/competitions-awards/collection/
https://floridawriters.net/competitions-awards/collection/

