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Celebrations
We publish announcements for members who have good news to share.

• Submit a one-paragraph announcement written in third person.
• Maximum word count 100
• You may include one headshot or a photo of the front cover of your book to 

accompany your announcement, but it is not required.
• One entry per issue, per person
• Type “Celebrations” and month of the issue you’re submitting to in the 

subject line of your submission email.
• Follow all “Additional Requirements” listed below.

Paragraphs 
We publish selected creative writing by members who respond to the 
issue’s prompt.

• Prose, poetry, and excerpts from longer works that can stand alone are welcome.
• Maximum word count for prose, 700; maximum line count for poetry, 50
• You may include a headshot to accompany your entry, but it is not required.
• One entry per issue, per person
• Type “Paragraphs” and month of the issue you’re submitting to in the subject 

line of your submission email.
• Include a one line bio, no more than fifteen words including your name.
• Follow all “Additional Requirements” listed below.

Additional Requirements 
1. To be eligible for publication, you must be a member of the Florida Writers 

Association
2. Send all submissions as an attached Word document. Do not embed your 

submission’s text within the email.
3. Include your name and contact information within the attachment.
4. Photo image files must be high resolution, 300 ppi, jpg or png format, and 

sent as an attachment, not embedded in a document.
5. Email your submission to tfw@floridawriters.net

Prompts & Deadlines
February 2019 Issue – Deadline January 1, 2019
Begin your piece with this line: What I am saying now is a lie.
April 2019 Issue – Deadline March 1, 2019
No prompt to respond to! Send your best work!

The Florida Writer
CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS
R E Q U I R E M E N T S
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Editor’s Notes
Vulture or Eagle?

Mary Ann de Stefano
Editor

One day, not so long ago, I drove home after
having lunch with a person I’ve had a difficult 
relationship with. As I drove onto the asphalt 

parking lot that surrounds my condo association, I 
encountered a huge turkey vulture blocking my way. 
Even though I drove close to him and tapped my horn, 
he didn’t budge. He just kept tearing at his treasure with 
his beak. I watched this play out for quite a while, but he 
stuck to his work, and finally I had to turn my car around 
and go the long way around to avoid hitting the vulture. 
After I parked, I walked over to investigate. I wanted to 
see what this vulture had scavenged that was so precious 
it would cause him to disregard his own safety.

As I drew closer, I could see that he tore at something 
that couldn’t be described as carrion. It had once been 
a squirrel. But it already been opened and picked clean 
by another animal and flattened by traffic. Only the 
husk of the squirrel remained, its fur dried almost to 
dust by a long exposure to the sun. And yet the vulture 
stood stubbornly anchored to the ground, guarding and 
picking at this empty shell as if it still held something 
worth risking his life for.

Later that day, when I went outside again, the 
vulture was gone, and my neighbors were looking up at 
the sky. Incredibly, a bald eagle was visiting our urban 
neighborhood. I grabbed my camera and watched it for 
a long while. I wished for a telephoto lens—as if there 
was some way to truly capture the beauty of his flight in 
a frame. Majestic is a totally appropriate, if clichéd, word 
to use to describe him. The eagle soared in concentric 
circles, then paused atop the highest branch in the tallest 
tree. I wondered if he was looking down on us and 
thinking about how small and impotent we looked so far 
below. He, after all, could fly. Maybe he even laughed an 
eagle laugh as he spread his wings again and flew from 
sight.

Someone once accused me of seeing metaphors 
everywhere. (As if that wasn’t a good thing.) But clearly 
the raptors provided a lesson that day. It was about that 
thing that humans do: getting stuck in the coulda, woulda, 
shouldas of life, stuck in replaying old conversations, 
stuck in regret and if-onlys. It was about picking at the 
dry husks of past events over and over and over again, as 
if it that could change a sequence of events or revise their 
outcome.

When we write, we can make the stories turn out any 
way we want them to, and maybe that’s one reason we 
write fiction, to exercise that control. But we can’t always 
be in control over what happens in real life. And we can 
certainly never change what happened in the past—no 
matter how long we pick at it. We can only try to rise 
above it.

I couldn’t help but think about the contrast between 
the two birds I saw that day. One, taking the low ground, 
small view, picking over a dry husk, stuck in one fruitless 
place. The other, an eagle, wide view, flying free and 
choosing the highest perch for itself.

And so now, when I find myself in that stuck place, 
revisiting the past, I stop to ask myself: Which bird do 
you want to be, Mary Ann? Vulture or eagle? Vulture or 
eagle? 1

Mary Ann de Stefano is the editor of The Florida Writer and the Monday 
Muse. She is an independent editor with 30+ years’ experience in 
publishing and consulting. Besides working one-to-one with writers who 
are developing books, she organizes writing workshops and designs 
author websites. Mary Ann does business at MAD about Words, named 
as a play on her initials and love for writing. Visit madaboutwords.com.
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President’s Notes
Thank You, Volunteers!

Alison Nissen
President

This past October, I had the delight of meeting 
many of you at the Annual Florida Writers 
Conference. We enjoyed conversations and 

workshops and meals together. The annual conference is 
always inspirational, and this year was not an exception. 
New York Times bestselling author Linda Fairstein, our 
National Guest of Honor, said: 

The FWA Conference is far and away the best writers 
conference I have ever attended. I loved the people—all 
smart and sincere and working their hearts out; I have so 
much respect for the faculty members I met; and I really 
enjoyed the camaraderie and interest in writers being 
their best.

With a compliment like that, we should all have the 
2019 event on our calendars already.

Another highlight of conference weekend was 
our FWAY Conference. This year, we had our largest 
conference for youth ever. In the day-long event, students 
had workshops with agents, publishers, and best-selling 
authors. I lament that I did not have such inspirational 
faculty available when I was a middle or high school 
student. FWAY has even launched an Ambassador 
program for adults to help grow membership around the 
state. If you would like to participate, check out FWAY 
on their website, floridayouthwriters.org.

In January, the Florida Writers Association will 
launch The Florida Podcast, conversations about writing 
and other things. Twice a month, The Florida Podcast will 
release my interviews with some of our 2018 conference 
faculty, RPLA award winners, and published authors.

Want to know what happens after you book an agent? 
Listen to Alec Shane of Writers House Literary Agency’s 
advice on the next steps to publishing. Want to listen to 
Peter Meinke, Florida’s Poet Laureate, recite a few lines 
from one of his favorite poems? You’ll be able to hear 
them soon via the podcast.

Don’t know what a podcast is? It’s another way 
to engage with FWA. This relatively new platform 
consists of downloadable recordings to listen to at your 

convenience. So, the next time you need to walk the dog 
or mop the floor, pull out your cell phone, download an 
episode, and listen.

As you can imagine, putting together a show like 
the annual conference takes many hands. I would like 
to take a minute to thank our volunteers. Their work in 
registration, silent auction, room monitors, interviews, 
the book store, and other places behind the scene helped 
to bring our Muses to life! I am in awe of both the 
teamwork and talent in this amazing group of volunteers. 
Please help me celebrate them with a virtual round of 
applause! My sincere thank you to: 

Rick Bettencourt, Nancy Blanton, Kenneth Boggs, Susan 
Boyd, Teresa Bruce, Michael Carlson, Sharon Colvin, 
Jennifer Cook, Charles Cornell, Chris Coward, Anne 
Dalton, Mary Ann de Stefano, Vic DiGenti, Krys Fenner, 
JC Gatlin, Su Gerheim, Chris Hamilton, Christine 
Holmes, John Hope, Chrissy Jackson, Zame Khan, 
Larry Kokko, Teresa Little, Morgan Lorah, Margarita 
McCarthy, Barb Myers, Alison Nissen, Mark Newhouse, 
Laura Perez, Elaine Senecal, Herb Sennett, Joanne 
Sinchuk, Kristen Stieffel, Pamela Thompson, Mary K. 
Thornton, Tyler Vest, Sue Wilder, Jill Yamnitz
Finally, it’s time to start working on your RPLA and 

2019 Collection entries. Our Collection theme for next 
year is Writers@Work. So put on your thinking caps and 
begin dreaming that you, too, can do the RPLA walk of 
honor or Collection book signing.  1

Alison Nissen is lifetime member and current President of the Florida 
Writers Association. She is also a writer who does daily battle with dog 
hair and laundry. Currently, she is a professor at Southeastern University 
and the managing partner of 3DogTales Productions, a full-service 
ghostwriting, editing, coaching, and publishing company. Alison is a 
graduate of both Denison University and Norwich University with a BA 
and MA in Literature and chairs Lakeland Writers, an FWA chapter. She 
was the winner of the 2016 Royal Palm Literary Awards Unpublished 
Autobiography/Memoir for Resolve, Courage, Hope. Follow her Tales 
from the Laundry Room at 3dogtales.com. Follow her Tales from the 
Laundry Room on 3DogTales.com.
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“My pencils outlast 
their erasers.”
Vladimir Nabokov
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This is a fairy tale about writers. Unlike many fairy 
tales, it has a happy ending. 

In 2001, the United States Supreme Court 
ruled that publishers did not have an automatic right to 
redistribute authors’ writings in an electronic medium. A 
contract with the writer was required. A very important 
case called Tasini vs. New York Times. So one would 
assume that the publishers—some very prestigious 
ones, indeed—would then do the right thing and pay 
their freelancers in accordance with the Supreme Court 
dictate? Unfortunately, wrong. 

That same year, the Authors Guild, the National 
Writers Union, the American Society of Journalists 
and Authors, and 21 writers sued The New York Times, 
Knight-Ridder, Thomson-Reuters, Dow Jones and 
Company (Wall Street Journal) and other publishers in a 
federal court in New York City. The lawsuit, technically 
known as “In Re Literary Works in Electronic Databases 
Copyright Litigation,” was unsurprisingly shortened in 
common parlance to “That Freelancer Lawsuit”! 

These 21 writer-plaintiffs acted as “placeholding 
persons” for the over 3,000 writers who were hoping that 
the litigation would turn into a class action suit against 
the publishers. The plaintiffs demanded enforcement of 
the Supreme Court’s ruling, i.e., payment to the freelance 
writers. 

That Freelancer Lawsuit dragged on for 17 years 
due to various legal technicalities, which included two 
further appeals to the United States Supreme Court. 
True stuff of fairy tales: good news, bad news, good news, 
heroes and villains. Class action status was granted to 
the plaintiff-writers after several unsuccessful challenges 
by the defendant-publishers. This was an extremely 
important development. Now all writers whose factual 
issues fit into this lawsuit would be allowed to receive 
monies if the plaintiffs settled or won in court. In 2014, 
a settlement of the writers’ claims was achieved by the 
publishers agreeing (in principle) to pay not more than 
$18 million to the freelancers. Victory! 

CLEARLY LEGAL

Well, not yet. 
The tedious work of proving or disproving 

individual claims then began. Various publishers filed 
more than 41,000 objections to specific writer's’ claims. 
Each objection had to be reviewed and the legitimacy of 
each individual claim had to be determined. When the 
dust settled and all objections were reviewed, the court 
determined that valid writers’ claims totaled $9,456,000. 
This was paid this year (2018) to 2,494 writers as 
compensation for the publishers’ improper use of their 
written work in electronic media. 

One of the biggest impediments to a faster settlement 
was the issue of whether writers who had not filed for 
copyright registration would be entitled to settlement 
funds. The U.S. Supreme Court eventually ruled “yes” 
but it was a hard-fought battle on both sides. 

What are our take-aways from this litigation?
First, if you write professionally, the publisher must 

have a contract with you in order to re-publish your work 
in an electronic medium.

Secondly, register your copyrights with the Copyright 
Office! 1

Anne Dalton, Esquire, has provided business and personal legal 
services to writers and other creatives in all phases of their creative 
development for 40 years. She proudly serves as General Counsel to 
the Florida Writers Association and is an FWA Lifetime Member. Anne is 
licensed in Florida, New York and Pennsylvania, and her credentials can 
be viewed at daltonlegal.com. Contact her at adalton@daltonlegal.com

Comments contained in this article are informational and 
educational only and do not constitute legal advice.

Freelance Writers Unite! You Have Nothing 
to Lose But Your Impoverished Status! 
by Anne Dalton, Esquire
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Who knows an editor who is not a writer? Not 
many, I would bet. Editors can be the best 
friend of a writer, are often named on the 

acknowledgement page of a book, and are considered 
a necessary part of writing by almost every best-selling 
author.

But what about the editor’s own writing? When the 
muse has gone on strike and refuses to share a spark, 
from whence doth inspiration come? 

Then, when a client asks for help editing a written 
work, and if it awakens the muse of the editor, does that 
create a potentially unethical situation? If what the editor 
takes from another author’s work is not the context, not 
the plot or the characters, not the surprise ending, but 
maybe a subtle something that brings life to the editor’s 
own work, is that ethical?

It is pretty easy to see that if an editor saw a way to 
improve work for a client, but held back sharing because 
the editor wanted to use it in their own personal writing, 
that is truly unethical. But what about the nuances? 

What about a situation where an editor feels a change 
is necessary, but in so doing it fundamentally changes 
the author’s voice? Is this “improvement” something that 
should be shared? And if so, should it be an option, or 
should it be explained as a necessity to strengthen the 
story?

An editor often works on more than one book at 
a time for different clients. That raises the probability 
of “borrowing” a phrase or scene or character trait from 
one client to strengthen the work of a different client. 
Ethical? Not so much. What if the two clients never met, 
don’t live near each other and would likely never meet? 
Doesn’t matter, does it? This is clearly an unethical choice 
and not one you would ever see a professional editor use.

Editors, by necessity, are often on the cutting edge of 
new trends in literature. The move to e-books, graphic 
comics, the young adult genre, and other changes over 
the years were most likely seen by an editor first. And 
if that editor fell in love with what the author did or 
the new ground the author was breaking, is it ethical to 
mention it to another author whose muse has gone silent 
and is facing writer’s block? If there is no way of knowing 
whether this new direction for literature will take off or 
not, is it ethical to share with someone else?

Ethics touch all of us in writing, sooner or later. In 
the next issue, we will look at ethics from the perspective 
of authors who meet at book signings, book fairs, or book 
festivals.

Future columns will be driven by you, dear reader. 
What ethical dilemma are you struggling with in your 
writing life? What drives your thoughts and decisions—
legalities or morals? Is it something from a team where 
there is a personality conflict or decisions being made 
that conflict with your sense of right and wrong? Is it 
something happening in your Writers Group that just 
makes you squirm and does not feel right?

Please write to me at jacksoc@eckerd.edu and perhaps 
you’ll see your question with discussion in a future article. 
1

Chrissy Jackson has been a member of Florida Writers Association 
since 2004, co-founded Florida Writers Foundation in 2007, and holds 
leadership roles in both organizations. She graduated with high honors 
from Eckerd College in 2016, earning a behavioral science degree with 
a focus on nonprofit leadership. The subject of what is right and wrong 
from an ethical viewpoint is fascinating to her, and she would love to 
share a discussion with all FWA members.  

Ethics for Editors
by Chrissy Jackson

“By the time I am nearing the end of a story, the first part will have been reread 
and altered and corrected at least one hundred and fifty times. I am suspicious of 
both facility and speed. Good writing is essentially rewriting. I am positive of this.”

Roald Dahl
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Ask the Book Doctor
Parallel Items Lists, Times of Day, 
and Directions

        by Bobbie Christmas

Q: When writing fiction, how do 
you say the time shown on a clock?
A: Chicago style says to write out the time of day 
in even, half, and quarter hours. Chicago style uses 
numerals for the time of day only when it gives an 
exact time, such as 10:02 a.m. For that reason the 
correct way to write the examples you sent would be 
the following:

• The clock showed ten o’clock.
• The clock said ten o’clock.
• The time on the clock was ten in the morning.

As a developmental editor as well as a line editor, 
though, I’d be remiss if I stopped my answer there. 
I have more to say about the examples and about 
telling the time of day. Fiction should not involve 
a great many numbers. Numbers are more likely 
to show up in technical books. Creative writing 
dictates that writers should avoid anything that 
makes readers realize they are reading. 

Strong creative writing relies on powerful verbs that 
show, rather than tell. Although all the verbs in the 
examples above are acceptable, the sentences could 
be handled more creatively while still following 
Chicago style. Here are some suggestions:

• He glanced at the clock and saw that he had 
only ten minutes to get ready for his ten o’clock 
meeting.

• When she arrived for the party at ten, she found 
only a few people milling around.

Q: I read that lists must be parallel. 
Does that mean I have to put all 
lists in vertical format?
A: Lists can be vertical or horizontal, but by “parallel” 
it means that the items in the list must be similarly 
structured. For example, in the following sentence, 
the items are not parallel: “I like to dance and 
swimming.” Parallel would be either “I like dancing 
and swimming” or “I like to dance and swim.” 

Here are some other examples: 

Not parallel: The things we must take to the 
beach include: 1) towels 2) bathing suits 3) food 
4) and to leave on time. 

Parallel: The things we must take to the beach 
include: 1) towels 2) bathing suits, and 3) food. 
We also have to leave on time. Not parallel: Joan 
learned to dance, play the flute, write music, and 
cooking. Parallel: Joan learned to dance, play the 
flute, write music, and cook. 

Not parallel: Dog training includes the following:
1. Sit 
2. Stay
3. Learning to come when called
4. How to walk on a leash

Parallel: Dog training includes learning to do the 
following things:

1. Sit
2. Stay
3. Come when called
4. Walk on a leash
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• When the alarm shook him out of bed, it read
ten o’clock.

To complete this treatise on times of day, let me 
add the following examples to see how to use other 
times of day correctly:

• The train pulled into the station at 10:07 p.m.
• Who sleeps until ten thirty in the morning?

Q: When are the directions (north, 
south, east, west) capitalized?
A: Directions are capitalized in Chicago style when 
they refer to regions. In the following example, 
“north” is simply a direction, not a region, so it is 
not capitalized: We went north to Virginia. In the 
following sentence, though, “North” refers to a 

region, so it is capitalized, but south is a direction, so 
it is not: She grew up in the North, but she moved 
farther south to enjoy the warmer weather. 

Perhaps the use of the word “the” is a fairly reliable 
indicator that the word refers to a region, rather 
than simply a direction.

Here’s what my book Purge Your Prose of Problems 
has to say about the subject: Capitalize directions 
when used for areas of the country. (He moved to 
the North for the summer.) Do not capitalize for 
general directions. (We drove south for four blocks.)

Bobbie Christmas is book editor, author of Write In Style: Use Your
Computer to Improve Your Writing, and owner of Zebra Communications, 
will answer your questions, too. Send them to Bobbie@zebraeditor.com. 
Read Bobbie’s Zebra Communications blog at zebraeditor.com/blog/



Should You Re-release 
    Your Book? 
       Six Things to Consider! 

by Penny Sansevieri
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Years ago at a writer’s conference, I met an author 
who told me about a science fiction book he had 
published five years prior. “When it comes to 

book promotion, I wish I knew then what I know now. 
I think this book could have done considerably better 
than it did initially.” My advice to him was to re-release 
his book, updating the cover and modifying parts of the 
interior. Book lovers are profoundly interested in series, 
and since his book was 400 pages, I recommended that 
he split it into four 100-page portions. Turning his book 
into a four-part series is a fantastic promotional tool and 
would also provide better exposure on Amazon.

This is just one example of a re-release and how it 
could work. You may not have a novel or a 400-page saga 
that you’re eager to reconfigure, and your reason may be 
very different. The following are just some of the reasons 
why authors decide to reissue a book, and why it makes 
sense to your ongoing book promotion efforts.

Your Original Book Promotion Fell Flat
There could be any number of reasons your book 

marketing didn’t go as planned. Perhaps you picked the 
wrong type of book promotion or the wrong markets, or 
maybe you just didn’t have the time to market it. If you 
believe in your book and want to give it a second chance, 
then a re-release could revive your title.

Your Book Could Have Been Better
Did your reviews come in less than stellar? Did 

readers comment on typos? Maybe you targeted the 

entire book to the wrong market. One author told 
me that a book that wasn’t intended for the Christian 
market was pushed there by the publisher and wound up 
upsetting a lot of readers who voiced their concerns on 
Amazon.

Whatever the reason, if your book could use 
improvements, a re-release is the way to go.

Current Events, News Items, Seasonal Trends
These days things change pretty quickly. I once 

spoke to an author who had a book that published five 
years ago. As luck would have it, her book topic started 
trending in the news. And while she could have pushed 
the older title, she thought it could be fun (and better 
for her book promotion) to reissue it to tie into current 
events. If there’s a wave of something going on that’s 
newsworthy, it could make sense to re-release your book 
to dial into that revived market.

The other side of this is that things get outdated. If 
this is the case, maybe your book could use a refresher, 
especially if your content is subject to a lot of changes. It 
could be a good time to reboot it and relaunch it!

Your Brand Has Changed
As our businesses grow, we also evolve and change. 

Whether we updated our logo, our colors, or our look, 
perhaps it’s time to refresh our books, too.

If your book cover no longer matches the look and 
feel or message of your business, now's the time to get 
them aligned, so everything is consistent and uniform. It 



Penny C. Sansevieri, CEO and 
founder of Author Marketing Experts, 
Inc. (AME) and adjunct professor 
at NYU, is a best-selling author and 
internationally recognized book 
marketing and media relations 
expert. Her company is one of the 
leaders in the publishing industry and 
has developed some of the most cutting 
edge book marketing campaigns. See more 
at amarketingexpert.com.

Should You Re-release 
Your Book? 

       Six Things to Consider!
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can be hard to get a cohesive book promotion message or 
campaign across if there is inconsistency in the author’s 
brand. Consider doing this if you fall into this category

Your Cover Is/Was Bad
Sometimes we launch a book and think: Well, that 

cover could have been stronger. Or maybe your book 
is older, and the cover could use an update. Whatever 
the reason, a new cover is a great chance to refresh your 
book—and relaunch it, too. It’s much harder (and often 
impossible) to do any type of book promotion with a 
cover that fails to impress. 

You Just Got the Rights Back to Your Book
If you published a book years ago with a major 

house, you might be in a situation where your rights have 
reverted back to you. In this case, I’d highly encourage 
you to republish this using the indie publishing model.

Revising Your Book, Getting Started!
If one of the above seems to fit you, maybe you’re 

ready to revise and re-release your book, but where do 
you start? First, consider how much you’re going to need 
to update. Some, if not most of the book, may require a 
redo or an editorial pass. If you’re just changing the cover, 
you can skip over this. Many of us will want to consider 
what happens to the first book and the original that’s up 
on Amazon, too. You should keep these considerations in 
mind as you’re making updates to your book.

What Happens to Your Original Book on Amazon?
If you’ve figured out what, if any, portion of your book 

needs an update, you may be wondering what happens 
with your original book on Amazon. It’s beneficial to 
know what to expect if you’re going to relaunch your 
book promotion and when. Will it stay there? Will it 
ever go away? And what happens with all of the reviews? 
Some authors don’t care if the book stays up on Amazon, 
while others really want it taken down—or want their 
new book to be published “over” the other title. In other 
words, the old book goes away, but the reviews stay intact.

The answer to that is: it depends. Amazon’s guidelines 
vary, so I’d suggest giving them a call. However, a rep 
told me that if the book is updated in excess of 20%, it’ll 
be considered a new book and will have a new Amazon 
page. It’s not a consistent rule, because the rep also said 
if the table of contents hasn’t been altered, or the page 
count hasn’t changed much, you could have it published 
over the other, original book. Which means that you 
essentially retain all of your old reviews. Or, in basic book 

promotion language, that you’ll have a pre-populated list 
of reviews, and depending on how many, this could be 
an excellent thing. There might be cases where you don’t 
want to keep these reviews. Let’s explore that next.

Pros & Cons of Keeping All Your Amazon Reviews
In some cases, losing all of your Amazon reviews 

could be a real negative way to start off, but other times, 
it could be a great boon to your book promotion success. 
Why? If you’re revising your book due to bad editing, or 
a poorly designed promotion campaign, then the reviews 
attached to your book probably weren’t great anyway. If 
you have enough low-star reviews that drag down your 
title, starting fresh might be a great idea.

However, if the reviews are plentiful, you’ll want to 
keep them. Make sure that you’re 100% clear on what 
Amazon will and won’t do concerning replacing your 
old book with your new one. As I stated previously, the 
guidelines are generally 20%. We all know that Amazon 
is subject to change and often without any notice. I will 
say that in most cases, when a TOC doesn’t change, 
Amazon won’t consider it a new title and will easily 
replace the older edition.

More Options When You Re-release Your Revised Book
There are some alternatives for swapping out an old 

book cover with a new one. Once the book is live, it’s 
possible that Amazon might remove the old book and 
compile the reviews with your new book. If they don’t, 
you should say this is a new edition in your Amazon 
book description. Example: Newly published January 
2019 edition.

If you’re looking to spark a renewed interest in 
your book, then revising or updating the interior and 
exterior can actively revive your promotional efforts. For 
additional information on how to revise and re-release 
your stalled titles, check out my book, How to Revise and 
Re-Release Your Book, available on Amazon. 
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As Faculty Chair for the conference I would, 
of course, tell you that everything went 
swimmingly—and you can believe me because I 

was once a Boy Scout and cannot tell a lie. The Conference 
theme of “Where Does Your Muse Live” reflected the 
abundance of inspiration, education, and motivation 
stuffed into three-and-a-half days of non-stop action. 
Here’s an insider’s overview of the conference:

Conference Director Chrissy Jackson directed her 
team of enthusiastic volunteers to arrive on Wednesday, 
the day before the Florida Writers Foundation Celebrity 
Workshop launched the conference. Throughout that 
day, volunteers hauled in conference materials, sorted out 
the registration list, prepared conference packages for the 
faculty, and juggled numerous other tasks necessary to 
bring the muse to life. Room monitors sat through an 
orientation session, while Silent Auction Chair Susan 
Boyd and her helpers toiled to turn the barren Chambers 
Room into an eye-popping display of gift baskets, all to 
benefit the Florida Writers Foundation. 

Meanwhile, Joanne Sinchuk of Murder on the Beach 
unloaded boxes of books and arranged them alphabetically 
in the bookstore. The hotel’s Dogwood room turned into 
Operation Central, with people dashing in and out, 
grabbing a slice of pizza, and returning to work. 

Thursday, October 18, dawned early for everyone 
as we prepared for Chuck Sambuchino’s Celebrity 
Workshop. Chuck immediately demonstrated his total 
grasp of the subject matter, speaking without notes, 
answering questions, and even critiquing queries and 
first pages. 

After the mandatory faculty orientation session and 
a welcome to the nearly 200 early registrants, the four 
Boot Camp workshops launched the conference in fine 
style. Faculty members Peter Meinke (Florida’s Poet 

The Muse Makes a Pit Stop 
in Altamonte Springs: 

Reviewing the 2018 
Florida Writers Conference

by  Vic DiGenti

Laureate), Amy Collins, John Capouya, and Heather 
Whitaker made it clear that the muse definitely resided 
in our conference hotel.

On Friday morning I introduced Linda Fairstein, 
the conference’s National Guest of Honor, and Heather 
Graham, our Florida Writer of the Year. They then settled 
into comfortable armchairs for a one-on-one interview, with 
Heather asking the questions, and Linda revealing insights 
into her life and career. The former sex crimes prosecutor 
regaled us with anecdotes from her 29-year career with the 
New York County DA’s office, and how she had always 
wanted to be a mystery writer. The tables were turned 
on Saturday morning when the prosecutor interviewed 
witness Heather Graham. The authors are good friends and 
displayed a keen sense of humor, entertaining the audience 
with many stories of the writing life.

Conference attendees studied the fine program 
FWA’s Conference Marketing Chair, Mary Ann de 
Stefano prepared, trying to decide among the six 
concurrent hourly sessions. The workshops covered 
fiction and nonfiction, a smattering of technology, a lot of 
marketing and business, and most blocks also contained 
a panel discussion. This plenitude of choices left many 
scratching their heads.
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The Crystal Ballroom filled quickly for the Collection 
Luncheon. We heard from the “Person of Renown,” the 
winner of the 2017 Book of the Year author Jim Pons, 
who had the unenviable duty of selecting the top entries 
in the Collections anthology. Jim had a remarkable life, 
which he documented in his memoir, Hard Core Love. 
He also proved to be an effective speaker.

Thanks to the generosity of our two special guest 
authors, we were able to auction off the opportunity to 
have the high bidder’s name used in a future novel or story. 
Toward the end of Friday’s luncheon there was spirited 
bidding and the high bidder will soon be immortalized 
in one of Heather’s Graham’s books. We repeated the 
auction at Saturday evening’s dinner for a character 
name in a future Linda Fairstein book. Altogether, we 
raised $1.700 for the Florida Writers Foundation.

Heather Graham presented a two-hour workshop 
Friday afternoon that gave all in attendance the chance 
to write their own short story. She started with a one-
sentence prompt: She lay in a pool of blood. Each person 
had been given slips of paper containing a noun and 
a verb describing a character. For example, grubby and 
ballet dancer. They then had to use that character to 
write their story. Heather offered advice throughout, 
and then allowed the writers to read their stories. Great 
fun that proved we have many impressive writers in our 
membership. 

National Guest of Honor Linda Fairstein mesmerized 
the crowd at Friday night’s Welcome Dinner with tales 
of her life as a lawyer, prosecutor, and author. One of the 
highlights was her closing story about having lunch with 
Harvey Weinstein. It was a funny story with a surprising 
twist at the end. You had to be there.

More people arrived on Saturday and packed the 
halls and meeting rooms. After breakfast, Heather 
Graham was interviewed, and we learned about her 
many charitable causes, like Writers for New Orleans, 
and the Romantic Times Vampire Ball, which raises 
money for a children’s charity. She also admitted she had 
no idea how many books she’s written, but it had to be 
in the hundreds.

Saturday is also the day for FWAY, the Florida Writers 
Association Youth Conference, and Mark Newhouse and 
Kristen Stieffel did an amazing job organizing the event. 
The spotlight was on the young writers at lunch, as FWA 
honored the winners of the Youth RPLAs, and those who 
made it into the Youth Collection anthology. Watching 
these young writers come forward to be recognized was 
heart-warming for this old writer. Announcements of the 
annual Vice President’s and President’s Awards followed, 

giving recognition to two stalwart FWA volunteers, 
Anne Dalton and Rick Bettencourt, respectively. 

The highlight of every conference is Saturday 
evening’s Royal Palm Literary Awards Banquet, and this 
one topped them all. A lovely young Genie roamed the 
exhibition space, offering glammed-up attendees the 
opportunity to rub a magic lamp. From the moment we 
walked into the room it was obvious this would be an 
enchanted night, with the softly glowing centerpieces 
and the sounds of a sitar in the background. 

As always, RPLA Chair Chris Coward did an 
amazing job moving the evening along, announcing the 
many winners, which culminated in the Published Book 
of the Year, whose author would be the 2019 Person 
of Renown. Retired police captain Micki Browning’s 
mystery novel, Beached took that honor, a return to the 
podium for Micki, since her first book, Adrift, won the 
2015 RPLA Unpublished Book of the Year.

I have to mention the exquisite dessert in the shape 
of a chocolate Genie’s lamp, which topped off the 
magical night on a sweet note. I’m told we had well over 
400 people in the dining room for the RPLA Banquet, 
and combining all the daily registrations, the conference 
attracted a record-setting number approaching 600 
people. Impressive! 

Hundreds of tired, but happy people hung 
around for Sunday morning’s workshops and closing 
announcements. They were rewarded by being the first to 
hear that next year’s National Guest of Honor would be 
New York Times bestselling author Sherrilyn Kenyon, 
and Delilah S. Dawson, another New York Times 
bestselling author, is the 2019 Florida Writer of the Year. 
Multiple Bram Stoker Award-winning author Jonathan 
Maberry will present the Florida Writers Foundation 
Celebrity Workshop next year.

Circle these dates on your 2019 calendar: October 
17 to 20, and make your plans to be among the hundreds 
trekking to Altamonte Springs for the 18th Annual 
Florida Writers Conference.

I promise you won’t regret it. Scout’s Honor. 1

Vic DiGenti served as the Faculty Chair for 
the 2018 Florida Writers Conference and 
was FWA’s Executive Vice President. He’s 
the award-winning author of six novels, 
including an RPLA Unpublished Book of 
the Year. He also works as a ghostwriter 
and biographer and is working on his 
sixth family history. Vic lives in Ponte Vedra 
Beach with his wife and two impudent cats. 
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1. Heather Graham, Florida Writer of the Year; Vic DiGenti, Conference Faculty Chair; Linda Fairstein, National Guest of Honor, and 
Peter Meinke, Poet Laureate of Florida 2. At Friday night’s welcome dinner Linda Fairstein gave the keynote address. 3. Welcome 
Dinner. 4-7. Attendees bid on the opportunity to be a named character in one of Linda Fairstein’s and Heather Graham’s works. 8. 
Jim Pons, this year’s Person of Renown talked about his role in Florida Writers Association Collection, Volume 10: Where Does Your 
Muse Live? 9. Collection signing

17th Annual 
Florida Writers 
Conference
October 17 – 21, 20181
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“The FWA Conference is far and away the best 
writers’ conference I have ever attended.” 

–Linda Fairstein, lawyer, former prosecutor, and author of more than 20 books

8
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10-12. Collection books signing. 13-16. Conference attendees had a multitude of workshops and panels to choose from.
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17. Royal Palm Literary Award Banquet. Saturday night’s award ceremony was magical! Will you be in the picture next year?
18. RPLA unpublished winners 19-20. RPLA banquet  21. RPLA dessert 22. RPLA published winners
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23-24. Youth RPLA winners. 25-26. Florida Youth Writers Conference. A full day of learning and young writers celebrated for their 
achievements. 27. Jill Yamnitz organized sales of FWA products and author book signings 28. Heather Graham and Linda Fairstein 
signed books for conference attendees 29. Bookstore signing schedule
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17th Annual 
Florida Writers Conference
October 17 – 21, 2018
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T hanks for coming, warden. I walk the green mile 
tomorrow and will see you then, but not enough to 

tell you what needs to be said. You once asked me why 
I ended up on death row. I refused to say, but after the 
good way you’ve treated me over the past few years, I owe 
you an answer. Here’s my story. 

I’m nine and see this strange man cross the old 
linoleum floor toward the sliding wood door to my 
mother’s bedroom. He is short with thick glasses and 
stubby fingers that twitch nervously as he scuffs past 
me and my sister, not once acknowledging our wide-
eyed presence. The door snaps shut and the life we know 
closes with it as we enter a world of confusion, anger, 
tears, separation, and divorce. Everything had changed.

How does a nine-year-old boy tell his father about a 
stubby-fingered man after his mother warns him to keep 
quiet? What words from this boy can breach the pain his 
father suffers? What would a 76-year-old man today give 
for the chance to go back and make amends by having 
the courage to speak up? Everything had changed. 

Life used to be good. I had long begged for a rabbit. 
Mom finally let me get two beautiful white males. I cared 
for them in a cage in the basement and often let them 
romp in the back yard. I also got a dog. He was black and 
looked like a Labrador collie mix. He loved to eat so I 
called him Chow. The neighbors loved him and always 
gave him a bone. 

Me, Chow, and the rabbits had the freedom to roam 
the back yard. It was a great life. Until the divorce. By 
then we knew what was going on with mom and this 
stranger she brought home when dad was working. After 
the split, my rabbits starved to death, and the dog catcher 
euthanized old friend Chow. Everything had changed. 

As a kid, you want your parents to love you, to wrap 
you in their shroud of support and protection. When 
your mother deserts you instead for another man with 
two kids who call her Mom, the pain festers and scars 
in an emotional cycle the rest of your life. Suspicion 
becomes your constant companion. You no longer trust. 
Even those close to you. You can’t love anyone because 
you would have to open up. 

But if you don’t open up. If you don’t get close. If you 
build a wall around your heart, and then things go wrong, 
the pain is easier to bear because you’ve expected it. This 
could be good for the marriage because when you can 
never fully trust or love a woman, you are less inclined 
to leave her for another woman that you already know 
you can’t fully trust or love. The idea of finding someone 
new lasts only as long as it takes to remember what your 
mother did to you, then dies.

Yes, everything had changed. That’s why I went to 
see her after all those years. She’ll never change another 
thing.”  1

Mike La Bonne  is a retired Marine living in Port St. Lucie 
with his daughter and son.

When the Heart Dies
by Mike La Bonne¶

I ♥ Books
A BOOK SIGNING EVENT

New Venue & New City in 2019

Our 4th Annual I ♥ Books is a multi-genre 
book signing that will bring our favorite 
people together—readers and authors!

Book Fans: Attend free

VIP Readers: Pay a fee and enjoy special perks

Authors: Limited number of tables to available

May 11, 2019
Alachua County Library Main Branch, 
Gainesville FL 32601

Details and registration: 
floridawriters.net/book-signing
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Ithink of it often. In a house unoccupied for days, two 
wine glasses glimmer in the sunlight. Cheese knife 

nearby. Wash them. Put them away. Tidy the kitchen. 
Confused. Sort mail. His. Hers. Take out garbage. Wipe 
counters. Two wine glasses? A cheese knife? We collect 
bits of a life left behind. Sort. Organize. Pack temporarily 
while she’s away for treatment. It’s time to take care of 
things. 

The 70-minute drive feels endless as the east coast 
sunset gives way to black skies like a final curtain. The 
text message was clear: “You need to come here now.” 
Heavy rain slows us down. Tired Thursday commuters, 
oblivious to our pain and determination, push toward 
home. They are in our way. We, in theirs. It matters not 
to them, our wish to arrive quickly to the place he’s dying 
slowly.

Elevator doors open. Third floor. ICU. Locked doors 
protect patients teetering between this world and that. 
Families wait. Detached from life support, his failing 
heart failing for the last time. 

“I’m not sure I can do this,” I whisper. We are buzzed 
in. 

Room 305 greets us coldly, matter-of-factly. Death 
waits quietly in shadowed corners. Weary smiles belie 
his sister and cousin’s pain. Mouth gaping, he could be 
napping. He looks peaceful. Finally. He is ready to go, 
to be with his wife of 43 years. We’re sure she is waiting. 
We can almost hear her, “Let’s go, Bobby!” Tomorrow 
is October 20, the day cancer took her six years before. 
We’re sure he is waiting, too—planning his own October 
20 departure. That’s how he was. Sentimental.

Shifts change. Nurses and family members replaced 
with fresher versions. His sister and cousin, worn down 
from days of battling monsters, leave reluctantly. My 
sisters, husband, and I stay. There are no fresher versions. 
We are his children now. We remember. And share. “Have 
you tried the soup?” he’d ask, Queens accent smiling 
with delight. “It’s delicious! Order a bowl!” Known for 
his cheesecakes and tinkering in the kitchen, he loved to 
cook and to eat. Arriving at the boutique hospital with 
a new book and meal selections was not uncommon 
the past year. We hope he hears us. Feels how much we 
will miss him. Nurses reassure us, “He’s listening.” His 

current wife, in her own 4th floor hospital bed, does not 
visit in the final hours. She asks for a hamburger. 

“Your hair looks nice. Have you done something 
different to it?”

“No, mom.” Annoyance unchecked. In my head: “By 
the way, your husband is dying on the next floor.” I return 
to ICU.

1:00 a.m., October 20. We are torn: Stay or go? 
Nurses comfort us, “It’ll be several hours.” My sisters and 
husband step out the door. I place my hand on his. “I’m 
going to miss you. Thank you for being a part of our lives 
for a short while. I’m sorry it turned out this way.” Quiet 
tears. His hand flinches. I gasp. And smile. I’m certain I 
felt it flinch! No words, but he’s telling me, “Take care of 
things. You know what to do.” 

Elevator doors open. Death steps from the corners, 
greets us coldly. Matter-of-factly. We learn of his 10:00 
a.m. departure, nearly the same as hers six years before. 
Finally, peace. The monsters will look for other beds. We 
will take care of things. 

Wedding ring. Eyeglasses. Death certificate. Funeral 
arrangements. His sister. Bills. Wills. Estates. His widow. 
Monsters. Post-hurricane roof repairs. House to tidy and 
secure…

Two wine glasses. A cheese knife. Sick and alone? 
Dozens of reasons to believe otherwise. His final weeks 
in 24-hour nursing care. “Darlin’, it’s me. I have questions. 
Can you call me?” I wash the glasses. The knife. Carefully 
put them away. Why didn’t we warn him about the 
monsters 4 ½ years ago? 

She asks, “Keep my phone while doctors ask 
questions?” 

“Yes.” 
Incessant text messages ask questions, too: “Where 

are you? Are we still having lunch this week? When can 
I see you? Are you okay?” Everything had changed. Or 
had it? Monsters and wine glasses. All that’s left behind. 
Things taken care of. Time to say good-bye. 1

 
Robin Le Roy-Kyle is understanding life one pen stroke and 

brushstroke at a time. 
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Everything had changed
when a strange room appeared
one day, its door 
sealed, without lock or
key, and splintered at the bottom
as if something 
too large and hard had 
tried to squeeze 
under it.

Now all I do 
is wonder: Did it succeed?
Is it even now
listening on the other
side, waiting for me to open
the door and walk 
into the room where it has lived
so long it owns
the unknown.

What happens there
when I’m not here? Something goes on,
like that falling tree in
the forest, the squirrels leaping from 
branches, the owl springing
from its hollow home, and
the fox?

It thinks what hits the ground
sounds like the hooves of horses mounted
by men with rifles, and falls
like a star
into its den.

Though once I’m here—
loitering like the homeless do in bus stations,
looking for spare change
in the only pay telephone left—

I hear nothing
from the other side, as if whatever’s
there has shut
down
for some shut eye. So

quiet, so
still, I follow the fox
into his den. 

Llewellyn McKernan  is a poet, children’s book 
and short story writer who loves Florida life.

In My House
by Llewellyn McKernan¶
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Fifteen feet below the cliff ’s top, the rock face 
presented a malignant convex surface, and that 

caused my current dilemma—reaching over the hump for 
a handhold tended to push my toes off their precarious 
foothold. Leaning back to stabilize my footholds put any 
handholds just out of reach.

“Remember, three points of contact.” Tom’s voice 
drifted up from forty feet below, where he belayed me.

I fought the urge to look down. As a newbie rock 
climber with only seven climbs under my belt, anything 
higher than fifteen feet still seemed vertiginous. 

My left hand reached up and caressed the rock, 
seeking a small lip of rock or a finger-width crack. 
Nothing. Only a small patch of rock tripe. I stretched as 
far as I could, and there, at the pad of my middle finger 
tip, I felt the thin outer edge of a small cup-shaped 
depression. I couldn’t stretch far enough to get my fingers 
over the edge—but the smallest of jumps, an upward 
lurch of my body should be just enough for me to grab it.

A frisson of fear flickered up and down my spine as I 
psyched myself up for the move. I took a deep breath and 
hurled myself upwards, left arm flung up, hand hook-
shaped to grab the tiny edge. My fingers stabbed into 
the depression and instantly clamped shut like a lobster’s 
claw. I hung there like a man dropped from the gallows. 
My nanosecond of prideful victory—coupled with 
relief—was cut short by a faint crunching noise. The rock 
broke away in my hand, and fast as an eye-blink, down 
I went. 

Tom had wisely taken up the slack, so my fall was 
only five feet. Most of that was due to stretch in the 
Goldline nylon rope.

“Falling,” I called, after the fact and half in jest.
“I see that,” said Tom. “Try a little over to the right. 

You might find more to hang onto. Just make sure it’s 
solid, ‘cuz there are some crumbly areas.”

“Now you tell me.” I spider-walked ten feet to the 
right and commenced to climb again. Indeed, there were 
more holds to work with and I gained ten feet—then 
the holds ran out. No more ridges, lips, or nobs. Only 
smooth rock. So frustrating. Only ten more feet to go, 
and no discernible way to get there.

My feet ached in my new climbing shoes, 
intentionally bought a size too small to eliminate any 
looseness between foot and rock, and to maintain rigidity 
when edging. My knees developed a slight tremor. My 
forearms and fingers ached from desperate clutching. I 
wasn’t sure how much longer I could hold on.

“Take your time,” Tom hollered. “There’s no rush.”
I knew he was trying to be helpful by cautioning me 

against any rash moves—like I’d just made. However, 
time was also my enemy as it inexorably sapped my 
strength. I didn’t want to lose face by quitting, and I 
didn’t want to fall off—again.

I swept my hands slowly over the rock above me. 
Upon closer examination, I discovered here and there 
a sparse sprinkling of minute edges, but only a tease, 
nothing to really get a grip on. A couple arm lengths to 
the right I spied a rougher surface, and what appeared to 
be crevices and thumb-sized holes.

“Slack,” I yelled. 
Tom let out rope as I crawled to the right. 
I found some finger holds when some kind of insect 

darting about my head distracted me. Then there were 
two, then three. Another landed on my hand and stung 
me. Bees, wasps, hornets—oh my. More swarmed out of 
a crevice, the air hummed. Within a heartbeat everything 
had changed.

I panicked. Without thought, caution, or three 
points of contact, I scrambled up that rock face like a 
mad monkey. I grabbed handholds that weren’t there, 
swam up vertical surfaces, and slithered over the top. 
Unclipping the rope from my carabiner, I fled down the 
path that ended at Tom’s side.

“Holy crap!” Tom exclaimed. “You trying to break a 
record?”

“Naw. I just got bored hanging around up there.” 1
 

Don “Doc” Sanborn is a member of the Bradenton Writers Group 
of the Florida Writers Association.
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the first break came while 
cocooned in comfort 
when the rhythm shoved me forward
down the path that was not a canal
but the eternal river 
of blood and life fluid
feeding me until
I could no longer be 
imprisoned by preference
or placenta
only cut out and upward
to where the darkness broke
the collective cries and screams 
that begin the symphony of
everything 

everything had changed
that moment my life escaped 
womb living
propelled into the journey
of escape from freedom
where hearts are always 
broken and spoken
for by ever past tense partners praying
for freedom from the oppression of union
while longing yet
to find a worthy womb

still 
the largest moon glow appears
to break me out of this prison of 
darkness dotted with diamond stars,
wicked costumed black holes beckoning me forward
to cruel joy, 
still
underling my mother’s agony,
remedied only by my liberation
and my parents’ ultimate demagoguery,
lies this apparition
this river of blood
this lovely lifeline
pulsing persistently 
this chosen one:
freedom
 

Min Young is a poet and member 
of the Tampa Writers’ Alliance Poetry 

Group. 

Freedom
by Min Young¶



PARAGRAPHS 
A magazine within a magazine. A showcase for creative writing.

“Ideas are like rabbits. 
You get a couple and 
learn how to handle 
them, and pretty soon 
you have a dozen.” 

John Steinbeck
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Celebrations! Where we shine a spotlight 
on our members & cheer their 
accomplishments!

2018 Royal Palm Literary Award 
Winners Announced
by Chris Coward, 2018 Chairperson

Congratulations to the winners of the 2018 
RPLA! And congratulations to everyone who 
finaled, semifinaled, or entered. Super job!

RPLA is a service of the Florida Writers 
Association that recognizes excellence in 
members’ published and unpublished works 
while providing objective and constructive 
feedback for all entrants. 

This year RPLA accepted entries in 26 
adult and 5 youth genre-categories, with 
published and unpublished works considered 
separately. In addition to the individual genre 
awards, adult grand prizes were conferred for 
Published Book of the Year, Unpublished 
Book of the Year, Best Children’s Book, and 
the Dahris Clair Memorial Award for Plays. 
The youth grand award is the Candice Coghill 
Memorial Award. Check out the loglines for 
all the winning entries at floridawriters.net.

Entries for the 2019 RPLA will be 
accepted February 1 through April 30, 2019. 
Check the website in January for the new 
guidelines.

Happy writing!
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2018 Royal Palm Literary Awards
Published Book of the Year

Beached 
by Micki Browning

Mystery or Crime
A marine biologist’s life unravels after she discovers artifacts attributed to a 

legendary galleon and must outwit a modern pirate who’ll resort to murder to 
claim the booty first.

Runners-Up:
1st Pumping Sunshine: A Memoir of My Rural Childhood. 
Autobiography or Memoir. Susie H. Baxter
2nd Death of a Dinosaur. Educational or Informational. Jory Berkwits
3rd Alara’s Call. Fantasy. Kristen Stieffel
4th The Summer of New Beginnings. Women’s Fiction. Bette Lee Crosby

Unpublished Book of the Year
Downhill Fast 

by Dana J. Summers
Thriller or Suspense

Runners up:
1st Easing Out: Accepting My Gay Self. 
Autobiography or Memoir, Craig Chambers
2nd Imminent Domain. Science Fiction. Carey Winters
3rd Paranoid. Thriller or Suspense. Colleen Kastner
4th Sandblast. Thriller or Suspense. Al Pessin

Best Children’s Book
Citrus Green 

by Annette Masters
Middle-Grade Fiction

The Dahris Clair Memorial Award for Plays
Hamlet, Reimagined 

by Walter Joseph Schenck. Jr.
Stage Play
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BOOK-LENGTH FICTION

Unpublished Blended Genre
1st Ripple Effect. Jenny Ferns

Published Blended Genre
1st Avenging Allison. Tom Bender
2nd Trouble in Tampa. Louise Titchener
3rd Twice Tethered. Sabine Priestley

Unpublished Fantasy
1st Blaise Fell Through. B.C Krygowski

Published Fantasy
1st Alara’s Call. Kristen Stieffel

Unpublished Historical Fiction
1st An Admirer of Books. Yusuf 
DeLorenzo
2nd The War That Never Ends. Yves 
Masson
3rd The Most Invisible Boy. Gary Robert 
Pinnell

Published Historical Fiction
1st Who She Is. Diane Byington
2nd Liberty Street: A Novel of Late Civil 
War Savannah. Lawrence Martin

Unpublished Humor or Satire
1st Pretty Words Don’t Feed the Cats. Lynn 
Schiffhorst

Unpublished Mainstream or Literary
1st Scars, Scribbles, and the Power of 
Crayons. Lara Lazenby
2nd Lt. Goodjake. Donnie Niles
3rd Winky’s Wager. Dennis Dunigan

Published Mainstream or Literary
1st House on the Forgotten Coast. Ruth 
Coe Chambers
2nd House of Cry. Linda Bleser

Unpublished Mystery or Crime
1st Downhill Fast. Dana J. Summers
2nd Portside Screw. Gregory S. Dew
3rd Death of a Tomato. Frances Hight

Published Mystery or Crime
1st Beached. Micki Browning
2nd Yard Goat. Ray Flynt
3rd City of Grudges. Rick Outzen

Unpublished Novella
1st Under the Surface. Joan North
2nd Mr. Bones. Brad Kuhn
3rd There Goes the Neighborhood. Sarah 
Hein Graves

Published Novella
1st Missing. Virginia Nygard
2nd Scotland’s Knight: The Rose in the 
Glade. Anne Hawkinson
3rd A Glimpse of Peace on the Journey to 
Armageddon. Walter Joseph Schenck, Jr.

Published Romance
1st Legacy of Evil. Sharon Buchbinder
2nd Lost and Found. Stephen Leitschuh

Unpublished Science Fiction
1st Imminent Domain. Carey Winters
2nd The Holovid Hero. David M. Pearce

Unpublished Thriller or Suspense
1st Downhill Fast. Dana J. Summers
2nd Paranoid. Colleen Jeffery Kastner
3rd Sandblast. Al Pessin

Published Thriller or Suspense
1st Beyond the Cabin. Dana Ridenour
2nd Parchments of Fire. John Chaplick
3rd Cold Oath. Ray Flynt

Published Women’s Fiction
1st  The Summer of New Beginnings. 
Bette Lee Crosby
2nd The Comfort of Secrets. Christine 
Nolfi
3rd The Lady was a Spy. Tom Swartz

BOOK-LENGTH NONFICTION

Unpublished Autobiography or 
Memoir
1st Easing Out: Accepting My Gay Self. 
Craig Chambers
2nd The Reluctant RV Wife. Gerri Almand
3rd When Paris Was Dark. Yves Masson

Published Autobiography or Memoir
1st Pumping Sunshine: A Memoir of my 
Rural Childhood. Susie H. Baxter
2nd The Secret Life of a Weight-Obsessed 
Woman. Iris Ruth Pastor
3rd Gemini Joe, Memoirs from Brooklyn. 
Janet Sierzant

Published Biography
1st The Force of Destiny. Michael A. 
Gabriel
2nd Unsung Hero. Margaret Best

Published Educational or 
Informational
1st Death of the Dinosaur. Jory Berkwits
2nd My Writers Sampler: Exercises in 
Learning to Write Fiction. Marie Brack

Published History
1st Ordinary People: Extraordinary 
Heroes—Afghanistan and Iraq. Will G. 
Merrill, Jr.s

FICTION FOR YOUTH

Unpublished Children’s Picture Book
1st Floppyopolis. John Hope
2nd Hemi the Fire Station Cat. Kim 
English
3rd The Legend of Billy Bob Flybottom: An 
Old-Fangled Appalachian Tall Tale. Susan 
Kite

Unpublished Early Reader or Chapter 
Book
1st My Faraway Friend. Anne 
Hawkinson

Unpublished Middle-Grade Fiction
1st Citrus Green. Annette Masters
2nd Buddy and the Bigot. Ann Meier
3rd The Case of the Crazy Chickenscratches. 
Mark H. Newhouse

Published Middle-Grade Fiction
1st The Spirit of the Rising Sun. Ian 
Coubrough
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Unpublished Young Adult or New 
Adult
1st Dragon’s Claw. Rhett DeVane
2nd Dogs and Dirt. Janelle Gabay
3rd Growing Season. Margaret Alford

Published Young Adult or New Adult
1st The Caging at Deadwater Manor. 
Sandie Will
2nd Kiss Me, Kill You. Larissa Hardesty
3rd Triton’s Call: Tetrasphere Book 2. 
P.T.L. Perrin

PLAY

Unproduced
1st The Onlys. Bill Dougherty

Produced
1st Hamlet Reimagined. Walter Joseph 
Schenck, Jr.

GENERAL CATCH-ALL

Unpublished General Catch-All
1st What Lies Beneath. Melody Dean 
Dimick
2nd Peripheral Visions and Other Stories. 
Nancy Christie

Published General Catch-All
1st Escape to Canada, Rendered in Poetic 
Overtures. Walter Joseph Schenck, Jr.
2nd MoMENts: A Dad Holds On. Patrick 
L. Hempfing
3rd Whitetails and Tall Tales. Susan 
Lindsley

SHORT FICTiON

Unpublished Flash Fiction
1st “Scheduled Delivery.” Joan J. Harris
2nd “Terra-Cotta Triggers.” Annette 
Masters
3rd “Love Behind Bars.” Kim Hackett

Published Flash Fiction
1st “Flight of a New Dawn.” Arielle 
Haughee
2nd “Garden Party.” Tricia Pimental
3rd “I hit a deer.” Lawrence Martin

Unpublished Short Story
1st “Seis Dedos, Six toes.” Amarilys 
Gacio Rassler
2nd “Lost Key.” Maria Fox
3rd “Crusade.” Lawrence Martin

Published Short Story
1st “Pink Collar.” Tricia Pimental
2nd “Halloween for Aiden.” Arielle 
Haughee
3rd “The Masters Reimagined: Regarding 
Mr. Bulkington.” Elle Andrews Patt

POETRY

Unpublished Poetry
1st “Anniversary.” Karen Ann Wilson
2nd “A Cup of Tea, a Bit of Toast.” Linda 
Kraus
3rd “October 1960: The Confiscation of 
Narcissa Too Part 1.” Elena Fowler

Published Poetry
1st “Redefining Beauty.” Linda Kraus
2nd “School Shooter.” Rick Cooper

SHORT NON-FICTION

Unpublished Creative Nonfiction
1st “Basement Level.” Loren Leith
2nd “River of No Return.” David C. 
Edmonds
3rd “Dinner with a Side of Thanks.” 
Catherine Underhill Fitzpatrick

Published Creative Nonfiction
1st “Sick Day.” Laura Holian

2018 Youth 
Royal Palm 

Literary 
Award 
Winners

The Candice Coghill 
Memorial Award

“Michael” 
by Samantha Leslie

Published Poetry, ages 12 – 15

BOOK-LENGTH FICTION 

Unpublished, Ages 12 – 15
1st Fervent Flames. Yasmin Vuong
2nd The Willow Tree. Hannah Cristina 
Wohlever

POETRY

Unpublished, Ages 12 – 15
1st “Where Light Lies.” Sarina Patel
2nd “Fragility.” Sophia Debs
3rd “Laughter.” Samantha Leslie
 
Published, Ages 12 – 15
1st “Michael.” Samantha Leslie
2nd “The Stadium is Wet.” Sarina Patel

SHORT FICTION

Unpublished, Ages 12 – 15 
1st “The Letters from Haven Creek.” 
Keven Lacayo
2nd “Komodo.” Cooper Smith
3rd “A Life to be Lived.” Samantha 
Leslie



34 THE FLORIDA WRITER | DECEMBER 2018

Celebrations! Where we shine a spotlight 
on our members & cheer their 
accomplishments!

Volunteers Recognized at Conference
“Volunteers do not necessarily have the time; they just have the heart.” –Elizabeth Andrews

Every year, three Florida Writers Association volunteers receive special recognition. 
The Kaye Coppersmith Award honors the late Kaye Coppersmith, who because of her kindness, will 

always be remembered as the welcoming arms of FWA. Any FWA member may nominate another member for 
this award. A committee reviews the submissions, and top-ranking entries are submitted to the board of directors 
for blind judging.

In addition, Alison Nissen, president, and Vic DiGenti, vice president, each selected a person to honor for 
their contributions to FWA.

All three winners were announced and applauded at the Annual Florida Writers Conference in October.

Kaye Coppersmith Award
John Hope
John Hope joined FWA in 2012. He has been writing award-winning books 
and short stories, creating videos and audiobooks, and making appear-
ances ever since. He is active in the Seminole Writers Group and known for 
welcoming newcomers and encouraging everyone to attend the conference, 
even offering to provide transportation! He also volunteers every week for 
the reading buddy program at the Bonneville Elementary School. John truly 
embodies the spirit of Writers Helping Writers (of all ages).

The President’s Award
Rick Bettencourt
Award inscription: In appreciation for the many devoted hours to the Florida Writers 
Association. You are truly a Writer Helping Writers.

In 2013, Rick Bettencourt moved to Florida from Massachusetts to pursue a 
writing career and soon thereafter joined the Florida Writers Association. Rick 
now manages FWA’s live webinars series as well as serving on the Board of 
Directors Executive Committee as Vice President of Finance. He has written 
several novels and loves helping writers find their market and make their pas-
sion for publishing a reality. 

The Vice President’s Award
Anne Dalton
Award inscription: In appreciation of the expertise, common sense, and commitment 
you bring to our organization.

Anne Dalton, Esquire, is general counsel for and a proud member of FWA. As 
an attorney, she has been helping creatives with their legal concerns for 38 
years and is licensed in Florida, New York, and Pennsylvania. Her experience 
includes stints as senior attorney for Radio City Music Hall in New York City and 
legal and business affairs counsel for the American Broadcasting Company 
(ABC) Network News Division and ABC NewsMagazine 20/20. 
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Barking Cat Books announces 
the publication of Surviving Your 
Dream Vacation: 75 Rules to Keep 
Your Companion Talking to You 
on the Road by award-winning 
author Pamela Carey. It’s been 
said you never really know 
someone until you travel with 
him, and Pam shows why in this 
sometimes hilarious, sometimes 
shocking, sometimes poignant 
guide for anyone who travels. Travel with the author and 
her husband as they experience irate drivers in Italy, a 
snake-infested resort in Maine, pickpockets in Madrid, 
or cope with unidentifiable foods, uncomfortable 
accommodations, and each other. Available on Amazon 
and through Barnes & Noble stores.

Do you want to write a cozy mystery 
but don’t have a clue where to start? 
Are you in the middle of a story and 
stuck on the plot? Perhaps you’re 
already writing a series, and you 
need tips on keeping your material 
fresh? Writing the Cozy Mystery: 
Expanded Second Edition by Nancy 
J. Cohen will help you develop your 
characters, establish the setting, 
plot the story, add suspense, plant 
clues, and sustain your series. This second edition contains 
more examples, additional writing exercises, expanded 
sections, and seven new chapters. Available in print and 
digital formats at most online bookstores.

Author Mary Flynn is excited to 
announce that her debut novel, 
Margaret Ferry, which has a five-
star rating on Amazon, has been 
honored by the Florida Authors 
and Publishers Association’s 
President’s Awards with the Gold 
Medal in General Fiction, and the 
Silver Medal in both Religion and 
Christian writing. She is about to 
release her groundbreaking nonfiction 
book, Disney’s “Secret Sauce”: The Little-known Factor 
Behind The Business World’s Most Legendary Leadership, 
which launched at Barnes & Noble in November.

Celebrations! Where we shine a spotlight 
on our members & cheer their 
accomplishments!

Paul Iasevoli’s novella, Winter 
Blossoms, was released July 31. Set 
in the 1980s, it’s the story of Chris, 
a naïve twenty-four-year-old, who 
breaks up with his first lover. In 
the months that follow, he travels 
from Queens to the Hamptons, 
Manhattan to Brooklyn to find 
true love. Winter Blossoms will 
take you on a ride through the 
streets and subways of New York 
City. Part nostalgic romp, part coming-of-age story, 
Winter Blossoms will delight the reader as it comes 
into full bloom. The novella is included in the anthology 
Seasons of Love. Both available on Amazon and directly 
from beatentrackpublishing.com.

Micah Ward of Fernandina Beach, 
FL received an Honorable Mention 
in the 2018 Lorian Hemingway 
Short Story Competition. His story, 
“The Guilt of the Living,” was one 
of 31 Honorable Mentions out of 
704 entries received from over 20 
countries. The competition, located 
in Key West, is in its 38th year. 
Micah also received Honorable 
Mentions in 2013 and 2016. In addition to writing, 
Micah served as a judge for this year’s Royal Palm 
Literary Awards. He lives with his wife and two dogs on 
Amelia Island just a half mile from the beach and blogs 
at micahward262.com.
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2011  Lisa Ashley

 David Buksbaum
Janie Fuller
Alison Nissen
Robyn Weinbaum

2012	 	 Erica	Heflin
Cheyenne Knopf Williams

2013  April Cavanaugh-Johnson
  Laura Chase 
  Susan Cusack    
  Jason Delli Santi 
  Mary Freeman

Shahid Mahmud
David Pearce
Samuel Pearce
Dana Ridenour
Heather Smith
William Speir, Jr.
Cathy Unruh

2014  Trang Barr
  Anne Dalton 
  Ray Flynt  
  Sheila Marie Palmer 
  Frances Palmigiano
  Stayce Richardson

Evelyn Sabbag

2015  Lee R. Brown III 
Gail	Griffis
David Harding

  Mark Johnson
Robin Johnson

  Zame Khan
  Brenda Krygowski
  Rachel Printy

2016  William Opperman

2017  Mark Barnette
  Marissa Krantz

2018  Sharon Buchbinder
  Daniel de Lill

Lifetime Members of the Florida Writers Association are entitled to all the benefits of membership for 
life, as well as recognition and free ads in this magazine, recognition on our website, and a special pin.
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2001  Curie Nova
Kristina O’Donnelly
Vicki M. Taylor
Jennifer Uhlarik

2002  Bobbie Christmas
  Eugene Orlando

Weslynn McCallister
Robert Mykle

2003  Rik Feeney
Daniel	Griffith
Wayne MacDowell
Virginia Thomas

2004  Chrissy Jackson

2005  Lorraine Harris 
  Lyn Hill

Brent Sampson
Barbara Sloan

2006  Christine Coward
Phyllis McKinley
Kathy Prosser
Vicki Riley-Fischer

2008  Charlotte Barnes
Susan Berry
Melody Cooper
Vit Gulbis
Francis X. Ridge

2009  Larry Kokko
Philip Levin 
Bruce Smith

2010  Sharon Y. Cobb
Su Gerheim
Joanne Lewis
Dean Murphy
Joan Scharf
Scott Spieler
Bitten Twice
Amelia Waters
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