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A. J. Robinson

Andrew J. Robinson is a Civil Engineer by day and a
writer/filmmaker by night. He has written three novels—a
murder mystery and two young adult/sci-fi novels. One YA
novel, Lexa and the Gordian Maze of Terra, was published

by Amira Press. He has written close to a dozen
screenplays. His first script, Wiccans Lair, made into a
motion picture by PC Productions, is seeking distribution.
He’s married with one daughter age 16, which explains his
why most of his stories and scripts feature strong female
main characters. He met his wife doing community theatre,
and they had a theatre-theme wedding.

Charles Jacobs

Charles Jacobs is particularly qualified to help retirees find
their niche in the complex and confusing world of publishing.
A retiree himself, he is able to call upon a wealth of
experience in writing and publishing to produce The Writer
Within You and create the Retirement-Writing program. His
writing has been honored with numerous awards from the
Society of Professional Journalists, Working Press
Association, the New Jersey Press Club and the North
American Travel Journalists Association. Charles has served
as Editor-in-Chief of Travel World International . Publications
throughout the United States and in Canada have carried his
travel articles, and he has written for Grand Circle Travel
and Overseas Adventure Travel . He has taught classes in
magazine writing and has served as guest speaker for a
variety of organizations and at writer's conferences
sponsored by the National Writers Association.

Chris Hamilton

Chris Hamilton became active in social media during last
year's Florida Writers conference. Since dipping his toe in
the water, he's become an active blogger and is the FWA
Virtual Writer's Group leader, and the conference
blogmaster. See his Virtual Writers Group blog (pub-
news.blogspot.com) for the lastest on Writing in the

21st Century. Chris is also working on getting a series of
detective novels published. He's got experience in
marketing, public speaking, broadcasting, technical writing,
and training.

Mary Ann de
Stefano

www.madaboutwords.com

Mary Ann de Stefano owns MAD about Words and is a
writer, editor, and writing coach with more than 25 years
experience in publishing and independent consulting. MAD
about Words offers professionally facilitated writing
workshops and te MAD about Words Louonge, a free
networking website for writers. Mary Ann is a member of
FWA and the Creativity Coaching Association, and she
studied coaching with America’s pioneer creativity coach,
Eric Maisel. She writes fiction and personal essays and lives
in Winter Park, Florida. See www.MADaboutWords.com.
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Chuck Dowling

www.chuckdowling.com

Mr. Dowling has been a sales manager, marketing executive
and a management consultant. He spent ten years as a
Marine officer, serving with both the infantry and the artillery,
and presently conducts creative writing workshops and
speaks to writing groups and military organizations. He has
written several award-winning novels about military and
military history. Chuck is also a member and a past director
of The Florida Writers Association and is a frequent
contributor to their quarterly publication, The Florida Writer.
Other organizations include Space Coast Writers Guild, and
Authors for Charity.

Dianne Ochiltree

www.ochiltreebooks.com

Dianne Ochiltree has been writing stories and poems since
she was a child growing up in Warren, Ohio. Her childhood
was filled with dozens of cousins, a parade of pampered
pets, and countless well-read books. Dianne's critically
acclaimed books include Pillow Pup, Ten Monkey Jamboree,
Sixteen Runaway Pumpkins and her latest — Lull-a-Bye,
Little One. She was also a contributor to the recently
released young adult book — Don't Cramp My Style: Stories
About That Time of the Month. In addition, she reviews
children's books for The Children's Literature Newsletter
(www.childrenslit.com), and serves on its advisory board.
She is a frequent mentor at the One-on-One Plus
Conference sponsored by the Rutgers University Council of
Children's Literature (www.ruccl.org) as well as guest
speaker at other professional conferences. She is a
member of the Society of Children's Book Writers and
lllustrators (www.scbwi.org), the Florida Library Association,
the Florida Writers Association, the Association of
Booksellers for Children, the Author's Guild, and several
local arts organizations.

James O. Born

www.jamesoborn.com

James O. Born is the author of five police thrillers from
Putnam. ESCAPE CLAUSE, was the winner of the inaugural
Florida Book award for best novel in popular fiction. In 2009
the first of several science fiction novels, THE HUMAN
DISGUISE, will be released under the pseudonym James
O’Neal.
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Jamie Morris

www.woodstreamwriters.com

Jamie Morris is a veteran writing consultant, beolch, and
writing workshop leader who specializes in workimith first time
writers. Skilled at literary problem-solving (pliott), point of view
organization, character development, etc.), editmgl critique,
Jamie has coached Young Adult (YA), literary, aedrg
novelists, self-help/how-to writers, poets, menst; and short
story writers, helping them take their work to tiext level. A
graduate of the prestigious Rollins College Writiiggram,
Jamie is also an Amherst Writers & Artists (AWA)riked
Creative Writing Workshop leader and a College Readnd
Learning Association (CRLA)-certified Master LeWtiting
Consultant. Since 1982, Jamie has facilitated mgigroups and
other group creative processes in Boston, Seatit Central
Florida. She has been an Adult/Continuing Ed. oreatriting
teacher, a writing conference presenter, and Hableshed a
thriving literary community, Woodstream Writers,her current
home, Central Florida.

John Castellano

John C. Castellano is an attorney and partner at the law firm
of FSB Legal Counsel in Atlanta. The main focus of his
practice is in the areas of Entertainment and Sports law. He
is currently negotiating a new book publishing deal for a well
known southern author, and has recently completed a book
deal for a client with a major video game company. He has
also completed negotiations for a television distribution deal
for a documentary project. He was counsel for several years
to the Destination Diving television series, which appeared
on various PBS affiliated stations throughout the country.
John also served as counsel to a globally distributed music
magazine, and has been involved in creating and negotiating
various agreements in several areas of the entertainment
industry. He has also represented various professional
athletes in the negotiation of management and promotional
agreements.

June Weltman

WWW.juneweltman.com

June Weltman wrote Mystery of the Missing Candlestick, a
young adult mystery that features a teenage detective who
tracks thieves in St. Augustine. The Florida Historical Society
honored the book with a special award. June started her
career as a reporter for the Chicago Tribune and later wrote
about foreign policy for Congressional Quarterly . She's
worked for other publications and government agencies,
including the Peace Corps. Her newspaper and magazine
articles have been published throughout the United States
and she's won many awards. A freelance writer and editor,
she also teaches adult education workshops on "Writing
Mysteries for Children and Teens" through Duval County
Community Education and the University of North Florida in
Jacksonville. She speaks frequently at schools, conferences
and festivals.
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Laura Parker
Castoro

www.lauracastoro.com

Best-selling and multi-award winning author Laura Parker
Castoro has authored (39) thirty-nine books. She has
written historical romances, westerns, sagas, romantic
suspense, category romance, Young Adult nonfiction, and
mainstream women'’s fiction. Her books have been
translated into 15 languages, including Chinese, Japanese,
Russian, Icelandic, and Czech. She has written articles for
magazines, including The Writer, Writer's Digest, LOVE
Mag, and Soiree , as well as had a short story published in
Good Housekeeping . Laura likes to say, “Being a writer is
the best thing in the world. You spend your days working
with people, your characters, whom you like while making
them doing things you think they should do. If you're lucky,
they listen. If you're even luckier, you get paid. Now that's a
dream job!"

Leslie Halpern

Leslie Halpern, MLS, is an award-winning essayist, poet, and
magazine writer with more than 1,600 publications

in magazines and newspapers including The Hollywood
Reporter, Daily Variety, Fitness Magazine, So London
Magazine, The Salt Lake Tribune, The Orlando Sentinel,
The Tallahassee Democrat, and The Sun Sentinel. She
also authored the books Reel Romance. The Lovers' Guide
to the 100 Best Date Movies, Dreams on Film, and
Passionate About Their Work, in addition to co-authoring
two books of poetry and short stories. Leslie currently works
as a feature writer in the Film & TV Department of
Suite101.com.

M. B. Weston

www.elysianchronicles.com

Author M. B. Weston is one of the fantasy genre’s new,
emerging voices. The Elysian Chronicles, her fantasy series
about guardian angel warfare and treason, has been
referred to as, “...filling a big part of the void that will be left
by the final Harry Potter,” by award-winning author, Vincent
O’Neil. The first book in the series, A Prophecy Forgotten,
was published in March 2007 by ArcheBooks Publishing,
Inc., and its sequel, Out of the Shadows, is slated for release
in 2008. Weston is known as a gifted orator and often
speaks at writers conference workshops and panels,
classrooms, and science fiction & fantasy conventions about
the craft of writing and the process of getting published.
Weston is also a radio talk show host for The Final Cut in
Movies, the show that puts science fiction and fantasy
movies center stage, with Ad Astra Radio, an internet
science fiction and fantasy talk radio station. Weston and Ad
Astra Radio are currently in talks to syndicate The Elysian
Chronicles into a radio drama.




Meet the Other Faculty

Name

Picture

| Bio

Margie Lawson

www.MargieLawson.com

My day job hats have included: college professor, clinical
trainer, sex therapist, Director of an Impotence Clinic,
hypnotherapist, and Director of an Employee Assistance
Program. | hold a Master of Science degree in Counseling
Psychology with an additional two year post-masters
specialization in psychiatric counseling and marriage and
family therapy. My motto: Every day, every hour, follow your
map to success.

Molli Nickell

www.getpublishednow.biz

Molli Nickell, former publisher, Time-Life editor and five-
times published author, teaches writers how to create query
and cover letters, synopses and first pages—the marketing
documents they need to move toward their goal of becoming
published authors. With 25 years experience in the
publishing biz, Molli has evaluated hundreds of queries,
synopses and book proposals and knows what works and
what doesn’t. She helps writers make the mind shift from
“telling” to “selling” and write professional documents that
motivate the agent, editor, or publisher to request a
manuscript submission. Molli teaches via teleseminars and
at writers’ conferences around the country. Her alter-ego, the
Query Letter Wizard, responds to query questions at her
blog, http://queryletterwizard.blogspot.com/

Sandra Beckwith

www.buildbookbuzz.com

Sandra Beckwith is a former publicist who shares her award-
winning expertise with others as the author of three publicity
how-to books and as a publicity workshop presenter and e-
course instructor. She is the author of Build Book Buzz
Publicity Forms & Templates; Publicity for Nonprofits:
Generating Media Exposure That Leads to Awareness,
Growth, and Contributions; and Streetwise Complete
Publicity Plans: How to Create Publicity That Will Spark
Media Exposure and Excitement. Her two popular book
publicity e-courses and free book publicity e-zine, Build
Book Buzz, help authors learn how to generate media
exposure for their books. Sandra has been a speaker at the
American Society of Journalists and Authors annual
conference and presented workshops at the University of
Wisconsin Writer’s Institute. Sandra is also a freelance
writer; her work has appeared in Woman’s Day, Relish,
American Profile, Black Enterprise, GRIT, e-Pregnancy,
VFW Magazine, Old House Journal, MyBusiness, the
Chicago Tribune, and the Los Angeles Times.
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Veronica Hart

Veronica H. Hart is vice president of productions at the
Daytona Playhouse; founded Murder Mysteries on Call, Inc.
in New York for which she wrote nine plays including an
award winning musical; developed Interactive Mystery

Productions for Schools, (3rd— 6" grade); and now lives in
Daytona Beach with her husband and their cat, Oliver.

Vicki Hendricks

Vicki Hendricks is the author of Miami Purity, Iguana Love,
Voluntary Madness, Sky Blues, and Cruel Poetry, her most
extreme novel of sex, obsession and murder, nominated for
an Edgar Award in 2008. Her short stories appear in many
collections, including Murder for Revenge, Best American
Erotica 2000, Tart Noir, Miami Noir, and Hell of a Woman:
An Anthology of Female Noir. The complete collection of
stories will be published as Florida Gothic in 2010. She lives
in Hollywood, Florida, and teaches writing at Broward
College. Her plots and settings reflect interests in adventure
sports, such as skydiving and Scuba, and knowledge of the
Florida environment.




